Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MONROV 07123 130958Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO 

DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 PA-01 PRS-01 
USIA-06 L-03 OMB-01 TRSE-00 NSC-05 SS-15 /060 W 

089107 140222Z/70 

R 130810Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6658 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MONROVIA 7123 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, LI 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PROGRAM FOR IMPROVED AIR SERVICE BETWEEN AMERICA AND 
SUBSAHARA AFRICA 

REF: STATE 234555 

1 . PAN AM REPRESENTATIVE BERTHOLD MUECKE AND E/C COUNSELOR HAD 
AGREED TO CALL ON MINISTER OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY AND TRANSPORTATION 
WILLIAM E. DENNIS, JR. ON SUBJECT MATTER. MUECKE TELEPHONED 
MINISTER'S OFFICE FOR AN APPOINTMENT. TO MUECKE'S SURPRISE, 

MINISTER DENNIS ANSWERED AND INQUIRED WHAT MUECKE WANTED TO DISCUSS. 
MUECKE THEN MENTIONED PAN AM'S DECISION TO CONVERT ITS SUBSAHARA 
AFRICA SERVICE FROM 707 TO 747 AIRCRAFT IN OCTOBER 1978. MUECKE 
ADDED THAT WIDENING THE RUNWAY AT ROBERTSFIELD WOULD BE NECESSARY 
BEFORE START OF 747 SERVICE. MINISTER TOLD MUECKE THAT FUNDS FOR 
THIS PURPOSE HAD ALREADY BEEN APPROPRIATED AND GAVE ASSURANCES 
THAT PAVING OF BOTH SIDES OF RUNWAY WOULD BE COMPLETED BEFORE 
DEADLINE. DENNIS REMINDED MUECKE THAT PAN AM’S OPERATING PERMIT 
WOULE EXPIRE IN MARCH 1978 AND WOULD NOT BE RENEWED. IF US/GOL 
BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS ARE SATISFACTORILY CONCLUDED LATER THIS 
MONTH AND IF PAN AM IS DESIGNATED AS AMERICAN CARRIER TO SERVE 
LIBERIA, GOL WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTIONS TO PAN AM S 747 SERVICE. 

SINCE MINISTER WAS COMPLETELY AGREEABLE TO PAN AM'S PROPOSAL 
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FOR CONVERSION OF SERVICE TO WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT, MUECKE AND 
EMBASSY CONCLUDED A MEETING WITH DENNIS WOULD BE UNNECESSARY. 

2. WHILE LEAVING OFFICE OF COMMERCE MINISTER DENNIS AFTER 
DISCUSSION OF LOCAL AIRPORT MATTERS ON OCTOBER 11, DENNIS REITERATED 
TO THE AMBASSADOR THAT GOL-PAN AM OPERATING PERMIT WOULD NOT BE 
RENEWED AFTER IT EXPIRES NEXT YEAR. DENNIS EMPHASIZED THAT 
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UNDER A NEW GOL/USG BILATERAL TO BE NEGOTIATED LATER THIS 
MONTH EACH GOVERNMENT COULD DESIGNATE THE CARRIER TO SERVE 
THE OTHER COUNTRY. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THE EMBASSY WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO 
THE BILATERALS AND OPINED THAT HE COULD SEE NO SPECIAL 
PROBLEMS. THE LIBERIAN ASKED IF THE U.S. WERE SERIOUS ABOUT 
LIBERIA'S REQUEST FOR LANDING RIGHTS BEING TEAMED UP ON 
A REGIONAL BASIS WITH, SAY, NIGERIAN AIRWAYS OR AIR 
AFRIQUE. ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR TRANSPORTATION CLYDE CAMPBELL, 
WHO WAS PRESENT DURING THE WASHINGTON BILATERALS, TOOK 
UMBRAGE AT THE REGIONAL SUGGESTION AND QUIPPED "PERHAPS 
PANAM SHOULD LIKEWISE ASSOCIATE ITSELF WITH CARRIERS 
FROM CANADA AND MEXICO TO SERVICE SUBSAHARA AFRICA." 
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